When is a group practice ready for Medicare risk contracting?
As senior citizens choose alternatives to traditional Medicare, group practices need to learn how Medicare risk contracting differs from traditional Medicare arrangements. To provide healthcare to Medicare patients, group practices should participate in both Medicare risk contracting and Medicare fee-for-service, but they need to make some operational changes to accommodate all these patients. When implementing an operational plan, group practices should consider three key factors-practice location, education of support staff and patients, and facility accessibility. The practice needs to accommodate the special needs of senior citizens to secure and retain a stable patient base.